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Temples in the Sar 


Text by Nalini Menon/Photography by Luca In 


Flashes of the past, glimpses of 
what once was, sculptures eroded 
by time. The ever changing face اه‎ 
the sea: sometimes calm and at | 
others angry, which lashed out wit} 
fingers of froth, foam and fury at] 
the little stone shrines dotted along 
the sand. Mahabalipuram, once a 
busy Pallava sea-port, remained | 
forgotten, isolated and unvisited 
until somewhere in the first part o. 
the 19th century. With its ‘‘re- 
discovery” came the revelation of 
the fund of architectural and | 
decorative genius that existed durig 
the reign of the Pallavas. 

Rock-cut mandapams and rathal 
hewn out of the bowels of the ` 
earth. Craftsmen who were inspire 
and who left behind a legacy in 
stone. That a lot of the shrines aui 
sculptures were washed away by 
waves that took them far out to sq 
is not of any consequence now. It] 
what we are left with that matters 
Mahabalipuram, one of the most | 
ambitious achievements of souther’ 
Indian medieval architecture is no 
a small tourist township. 

About 55 kilometres south of 
Madras, set amidst casuarina grov 
and a backdrop of sea and Sky; 
Mahabalipuram or Mamallapura 
slumbers peacefully, recalling 
perhaps the era of Rajasimha 
Narasimhavarman 11 where peace 
reigned supreme “and sculpture 
flourished. It is not d clear 
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The Archives contains around 80,000 books 
including old newspapers and pre-Independence 
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Several Books are from the 17th Century. Atleast two 
manuscripts are also in the Archives - 1786 Copy of 
Rama Charit Manas and another Bengali 
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antique maps, coins, and stamps from all over the 
World. 
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TVs, VCR/VCPs, Video Cassettes, Lanterns and 
several other Cultural and Technological 
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